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SI Miners 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 I am so excited about the opportunity I have been given to serve as 
your new Executive Director.  After much discussion with and insight 
from former director, Joel Sambursky, I know that I have big shoes to 
fill.  Joel had an outstanding impact on the Chamber, and I intend to 
continue his culture of hard work, and sustain the momentum that he 
established.  I was recommended by Joel for the position after winning 
his respect and confidence, and look very forward to winning yours as 
well.  I know that I will be surrounded by outstanding people, and I can-
not wait to get to know all the members of this great organization. 
 I grew up in West Frankfort, Illinois, with a father who owned his own 
business, and who has always been an active member of the West 
Frankfort Chamber of Commerce.  As a native Southern Illinoisan, I 
have a great deal of pride in the area and am looking forward to offer-
ing my contribution to the place that has given me so much in my life.  I 
graduated in August 2005 with my Bachelor of Science in Marketing, 

and again in December 2006 with my Master of Business Administration, both from SIUC.   I accom-
plished a great deal during my time as a student, and I am ready to put my education to work.  When 
I am not working, I enjoy dining out, going to movies, musicals, concerts, and of course, cheering on 
the Salukis.   I love Carbondale, and hope my excitement is evident as I proceed in fulfilling the re-
sponsibilities of my position. 

As Executive Director, I plan to focus on building and strengthening relationships.  This in-
cludes getting to know the ideas and suggestions of current Chamber members, and making 
changes where necessary.  It also means recruiting new members by offering them the best possible 
membership benefits and return on their investment as possible.  As the business world experiences 
rapid change and development, our Chamber of Commerce must also align its services to meet the 
changing demands of our members.  Additionally, I would like to encourage strong synergy with the 
University, especially with their recent focused efforts to promote Carbondale and Southern Illinois to 
the rest of the state, country, and perhaps the world. 

I have a great deal to learn in this position, and I sincerely encourage your input.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact me with your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions.  I look forward to serving you 
as Executive Director. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Meredith A. Rhoads 
Executive Director 

�  
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Place your advertisement here! 
The Communicator is sent to hundreds of local businesses, media outlets 

and non-profit organizations.   
Call the CCC at 618-549-2146 to reserve ad space in our next newsletter.   

�  

2007 Board of Directors 
 

*Woody Thorne, Pres. 
So. Illinois Healthcare 

 
*Mary Mechler, Past Pres. 

SchoolCenter 
 

*John Dosier, Treas. 
First Southern Bank 

 
*Bonnie Brackett, VP 

Brackett Insurance Consultants 
 

Bob Bleyer 
The Bank of Carbondale  

 
Trace Brown 

Charlie Brown & Associates 
 

*Helen Coracy 
B and A Travel  
Service, Ltd. 

 
Dennis Derossett 
Southern Illinoisan 

 
Larry H. Dietz 

SIUC 
 

Karen Freitag 
SIRSS 

 
Vicky King 

CCHS 
 

Greg Legan 
John A. Logan College 

Foundation 
 

George Sheffer 
Murdale True Value 

 
Ed Reeder 

City of Carbondale 
 

*Debra Tindall 
University Mall 

 
 
 

* Member of Chamber Executive Committee 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ambassadors  

The Ambassadors held a successful Annual Banquet on January 26th.  Ambassadors attended 
the Hampton Inn Grand Re-opening and ribbon cutting on February 1st.   The Ambassadors meet 
each month at various CCC member restaurants and are a key committee of the Chamber.  If you 
would like to be an Ambassador please call us at 549-2146 and we will send you an application. 

Outreach Program  
The Outreach Program (OP) is now in full swing.  The OP consists of individuals who contact 
businesses on an informal basis once a week .  OP participants explain the roles of the Chamber 
and the benefits of Chamber membership.  The OP strives to continue to build relationships within 
the Chamber’s membership. If you are interested in being involved in the OP and would like more 
information please contact the CCC at 549-2146. 

  

Leadership Carbondale  

Leadership Carbondale has begun 2007 classes.  The first class was a retreat at Touch of Na-
ture.  Please contact the Chamber at 549-2146 for more information about sponsoring or being 
involved with the class. 

Government Affairs 
This committee meets as needed to discuss local issues that effect our members.    Call the CCC 
at 549-2146 if you have any questions or would like to join this committee. 
 

 Program  
The Program committee has chosen Ameren CIPS  as the program for the February luncheon.  
The Program committee works to make the Chamber luncheons a great success.  They do every-
thing from choosing luncheon speakers to creating new ideas to improve luncheons. 
 

Saluki Pride 
Saluki Pride committee met February 1st.  They stuffed 400 goody bags to be handed out on 
February 19th at the SIU open house. The Saluki Pride committee is dedicated to promoting 
Southern Illinois University with the goal of recruiting and retaining students.  This committee 
concentrates on promoting CCC member businesses to SIUC students.  The Saluki Pride com-
mittee does this by providing goodie bags to current and prospective SIUC students at Open 
Houses and other SIUC events.  To get involved with the Saluki Pride Committee call the Cham-
ber at 549-2146. 
The CCC and Saluki Pride Committee needs items to b e included in our goodie bags for 
the next SIUC Open House on March 24th  and will se rve 400 prospective SIUC students.  
Please contact the Chamber if you are interested.  
 

Membership 
The Membership committee is concentrating on the Outreach Program.  The committee is also 
looking for more individuals to be a part of either the Membership committee or Outreach pro-
gram.  Call the Chamber at 549-2146 if you are interested. 

Pack-
ages 

Front 
Page  
Logo 

Display 

Single 
Ad 

Bulk 
Mail  

Insert 

Total 
Cost 

Plati-
num 

X X X $100 

Gold  X X $75 

Silver  X             X $50 Or 

RIBBON CUTTINGS 
 

Carbondale Family Medicine 
618–549-0300 

Carbondale Family Medicine had an open house and 
ribbon cutting on January 15th at their new location 
at 624 E. Walnut Street, Carbondale.  Thank you for 
investing in Carbondale and welcome as a member 

of the CCC. 

Hampton Inn 
618-549-6900 

Hampton Inn Carbondale, owned by Chartwell Hos-
pitality, recently completed a 1/2 million dollar reno-
vation.  They displayed this renovation during their 

Grand Re-opening & ribbon cutting on February 1st. 
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 Carbondale Chamber March 2007  

   
 
 

 
 

1 
Saluki Pride  
10:00 a.m. 

2 
 

3 

4 
 

5 6 
 

                 7 
 

8 
Membership  
Noon CCC Conf. 
Room 
 
Rosetta Stone 
Bookstore Ribbon 
Cutting Noon 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Program noon 

 
 

16 
Table Talks  
8:00am at 
Common Grounds 
Coffee House 
 
 
 

 

17 
 
St. Patrick’s Day 
Race 9am/ Parade 
11am, Murphys-
boro 

18 19 
 

20 
Board of Directors 
11am Civic Center 
Luncheon noon 

 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
SIU Open House 

 

25 26 
Leadership Car-
bondale Class  
8-4pm 
 

27 
Ambassador noon 

28 
 

29 30 31 

�  

        SUN.        MON.       TUES.      WED.      THURS.        FRI.       SAT. 

Prairie Living at  
Chautauqua 
955 Villa Court 

Carbondale, IL 62901 
Phone: 618-351-7955 
Fax: 618-351-6955 

  

 �

����������	
�����
������
�����
��
������
������������
�������
��

����������������������������������������

�
��
� � �  
 



PAGE �COMMUNICATOR | CARBONDALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE   March/April 

Carbondale Chamber April 2007 

                   1                     2 
 
 

                  3 
 
Executive  
Committee  
11:00 a.m. 

                   4 5 
 
Saluki Pride  
10 a.m. 
Business Conti-
nuity Forum 8-11 
JALC 

6 
 

7 
 

8 9                  10 
CCC Board of      
Directors meeting 
11:00 a.m. 
Luncheon Noon 
Civic Center 

11 
 

12 
Membership Noon 

13 
Friends of Carbon-
dale Public Library 
book sale 4-6 pm 

14 
Friends of Car-
bondale Public 
Library book sale 
8-3pm 
Bowl for kids 
sake  
 

15 
Friends of Car-
bondale Public 
Library book sale 
1-4pm 

16 
 

17 
 
Ambassadors 
noon CCC confer-
ence room 
 
Government  
Affairs 4pm 

18 
 

19 
Program  noon 

20 
Table Talks at  
 8 a.m. at Common 
Grounds 

21 
Bowl for kids 
sake 

22 23 
Leadership Car-
bondale 8am-4pm 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
SIU Civil Service 
Council Yard Sale 
8am to 3pm 
SIU Arena 

29 
 
 
 

30 
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        SUN.        MON.       TUES.      WED.      THURS.        FRI.       SAT. 
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Call the CCC at 549-2146 or stop by to purchase your Montage. 
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ANNUAL BANQUET RECAP 
 
The yearly Banquet was nothing short of a rousing success!  This all started last year with the Am-
bassadors meeting to decide how the function would be set up and run.  While it was a lot of work, 
we all enjoyed the process of planning and putting the event together.  To see the final successful 
result was fulfilling for all of us.  The silent auction brought in a large volume of items that stirred the 
interests of many bidders, and provoked a strong bid.  This year the proceeds brought in were ap-
proximately equal to last year.  The event itself brought in a total of 415 participants which surpassed 
last year and stretched the limits of capacity for the City Hall.  What an enjoyable dilemma to contend 
with!  The awards presentation and the gracious speeches of acceptance to follow show nothing 
more than the capacity of this Chamber’s members and the quality that we have among us.  Our 
pleasures extend to the dinner provided by Alongi’s which was delicious with a sumptuous dessert to 
follow.    What a great way to spend an evening among friends in support of our Chamber and its 
members.  I, for one, look forward to next year’s Banquet and would like to invite those that could not 
attend this year to join us.  Let’s look forward to a prosperous and eventful year for the Chamber, and 
its members, and I look forward to seeing you at our Banquet next year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Riley 
Annual Banquet Chair 
 
 
 

 

MEET OUR PRESIDENT 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woody Thorne is Corporate Director of Fund Development and Community Benefits for Southern Illi-
nois Healthcare, a not-for-profit system of hospitals in southern Illinois.  His responsibilities include 
the planning, implementation, and oversight of corporate community health improvement program-
ming and fund development.  Specific programmatic initiatives include worksite wellness, school 
health promotion, faith-based health promotion, health care access and community coalition and ca-
pacity building.  Prior to working for Southern Illinois Healthcare, Thorne worked in financial services 
providing financial and estate planning services to small business owners and professionals.  Thorne 
serves numerous community organizations as a board member or volunteer including the Chamber 
of Commerce, Carbondale Sports Commission, and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  His hob-
bies include outdoor sports and family activities. 
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Some of our Member Benefits 
 

¨ Links and Advertising on the New 
CCC Website  

¨ Advertising in The Communicator 
¨ Member Business Referrals 
¨ Ribbon Cuttings 
¨ Distribution of Your Promotional 

Materials 
¨ Monthly Speaker Luncheons 
¨ Helping promote Carbondale and 

SIUC 
¨ Strong voice on political issues 
¨ Leadership Carbondale 
¨ Mediation Services 
¨ Networking Opportunities 
¨ CCHS Gold Card Program 
¨ CCHS Seniorfest 
¨ Annual Art, Craft & Yard Sale 
¨ Drug-Free Workplace Testing 
¨ Business After Hours 
¨ New Professional Club 
¨ Campus Community Welcome 
¨ Fun Day Golf Tournament 
¨ Annual Banquet/Member Meeting 
¨ Promoting business to students 
¨ Member Minute at luncheons 

The CCC would like to welcome our  
New Members! 

THANKS FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

Rosetta Stone Bookstore 
214 W. Freeman St. Carbondale, IL  62901 618-457-5410 

Jackson County Stage Company 
PO Box 463 Carbondale, IL  62902 618-549-1409 

SIH WorkCare  
500 Lincoln Dr. Ste 500 Herrin, IL  62948 618-993-3817 

Carbondale Family Medicine 
624 E. Walnut St. Carbondale, IL  62901 618-549-0300 

MEMBER HAPPENINGS                   
In recognition of small businesses in Missouri, DiversityBusiness.com 
has named Workforce Employment Solutions #10 on their recent list of 
the 50 Top Small Businesses.  Congratulations Workforce Employment 

Solutions! 

2007 Leadership Carbondale  
Leadership Carbondale Classes began January 22, 2007 with a  

Retreat at Touch of Nature. 

Ongoing Events 
 

Board Luncheons 
March 20 

11:00 am Board meeting 
Lunch 12:00 Civic Center 

Speaker: Greg Sprehe Compac Int’l 
& 

April 10 
11:00 am Board meeting 
Lunch 12:00 Civic Center 

Candidate Forum 
 

Table Talks 
March 16 

Common Grounds Coffee House 
8am 

&  
April 20 

Common Grounds Coffee House 

Ameren CIPS speak-
ing at the Chamber of 
Commerce February 
luncheon 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2007 
Luncheon costs $10 for each member that pre-registers 
by March 16, 2007.  
($15 for non-members and those who arrive at the door) 
Please indicate your attendance below.   

             Name(s) _____________________________________                
                       Company ____________________________________ 
Board Meeting *    11 AM 

  Graduation *   12 PM       Address _____________________________________ 
  Luncheon    12 PM 
* no cost to attend� � � � � � � � �� Telephone ________________ # Reservations ______�

� � � � � � � � �
�
���������
����������������������������

�  

Checks payable  to Carbondale Chamber of Commerce. 
P.O. Box 877, Carbondale, IL 62903 

Phone: 549-2146 Fax: 529-5063 

www.carbondalechamber.com 

Y  N 

Return Service Requested 

NOTE:  PLEASE ADD INFO@CARBONDALECHAMBER.COM AND LISA@CARBONDALECHAMBER.COM 

TO YOUR CONTACT LIST IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CHAMBER EM AILS.  

Business Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone __________________________Ext_________ Fax___________________________________  

Street Address________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Main Contact________________________________  Email_________________________________ 

Additional Contact #1_________________________  Email_________________________________ 

Additional Contact #2_________________________  Email_________________________________ 

Would you like more information on any of the following committees or programs?  Check those that apply. 
 
               Ambassadors    Membership              Program               Leadership Carbondale  
 
                 Government Affairs Outreach Program Saluki Pride            Regional Leadership 
 

 

Please fill the information out and fax back to the Chamber at  
618-529-5063 so we can accurately  promote your business. 

  


