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Located in the heart of down-
town Carbondale, The Newell 
House is one of Carbondale  
residentsõ favorite places to 
dine. Owned by Dan Terry, the 
Newell House opened its 
doors in 2003. Dan Terry not 

only completely renovated the Newell House restaurant, but the 
entire Newell Building located at the corner of South Washington 
and East Main. The renovations over the past five years have  
revealed a beautiful building that was originally constructed in 
1901 (after a fire destroyed the previous building). 
 The Newell House today serves delicious American cuisine  
favorites and boasts a fully stocked bar, with more than 30  
specialty martiniõs and a fine wine list with over 40 varieties. The 
Grotto, a martini lounge, was added in 2005 to the lower level of 
the building. In 2011, The Southern Illinoisan named the Newell 
House one of the best places òto-doó lunch according to  
Southern Illinois business leaders. The Carbondale Chamber of 
Commerce would like to congratulate the Newell House on all of 
their successes and wish them the best in the future!  
 For more information on the Newell House, visit them online 
at www.thenewellhouse.com. 
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Letter From the Director 
 
Happy New Year, Chamber Members and Friends! 
 
Thanks for making 2011 such a great year for the Carbondale 
Chamber of Commerce.  We are progressing and moving forward 
within our organization, and I want to say thank you for your  
continued support.  Over forty new businesses/individuals joined 
the Chamber in 2011. Our business alliance grew in 2011 which is 
a tremendous accomplishment for all of you. YOU are the  
Chamber, so without you, we would not be here. You are the 

ones that make our organization so attractive, so thank you for being such a strong   
business community. The Chamber is what you make out of it, so please continue to join 
us at events and promote business within our network.  

Thank you for participating in the surveys that the Chamber has been              
distributing. Your feedback is important as we work towards strategic planning for the 
future of this organization. Plus we appreciate hearing how you think we are doing and 
what we can be doing better for you.   

Thank you to all of you that participated in the VOTE for the new Carbondale 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.  We would like to congratulate and welcome 
our new members of the 2012 Board:   Daniel Booth (Carbondale Community High 
School), Steve Falat (River Radio Group), Ronda Gaertner (Payne, Gaertner & Associates, 
LLC), Mike Henry (Henry Printing), Marcia Sinnott (Five-Star Realty), Jason Thomas 
(Thomas Publishing), Brad Weiss (The Furniture King) and Bob Williams (The Southern 
Illinoisan).  Welcome to all of you!  San Chan (Hunan) takes over as President of the    
Carbondale Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors this year, and we are extremely 
fortunate to have him.  San supports our community in so many ways, and the Chamber 
is confident he will do great things for the organization in his new role. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмн !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘΣ ά.Ŝǘ ƻƴ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 
February 10th.  See the flier included created by our staff graphic designer, Mr. Jim      
Ecklund.  We will be celebrating with all of our award winners, partaking in some       
gambling in order to raise money for Gold Card Scholarships for students at Carbondale 
Community High School, and enjoying a tasty selection of multiple foods from Hunan.  
Three of our five High Roller sponsorships are already secured, so if you are interested in 
VIP treatment while promoting your business, please let us know as soon as possible! I 
look forward to seeing you all on February 10th! 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ нлммΗ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ нлмн ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗ 
 
Kindest Regards, 
Sherry Ratcliffe  

2012 

Board of Directors 
 

 
*Chan San  
President  

Hunan, Inc. 
 

*Joel Sambursky  
Past President 

Forbes Financial Group 
 

Kevin Baity  
City of Carbondale 

 
Daniel Booth  

Carbondale Community High 
School 

 
Dr. Rita Cheng  

Southern Illinois University  
 

Todd Darnstaedt  
Todayôs Technology & Auto Repair 

 
Steve Falat  
River Radio 

 
Jeff Doherty  

Jackson Growth Alliance 
 

Ronda Gaertner  
 Payne, Gaertner & Associates 

 
Mike Henry  

Henry Printing 
 

TJ Martin  
TJôs Fine Jewelry & 

The Blue Martin 
 

Angela Povolish  
Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 

 
Marcia Sinnott  
Five-Star Realty 

 
Jason Thomas  

Thomas Publishing 
 

Brad Weiss  
The Furniture King 

 
Bob Williams  

The Southern Illinoisan 
 
 
  

*Members of Executive Committee 
 
 

 

 

Community Champion Sherry 
Ratcliffe, Executive Director of 
CCC, was recognized for her 
support of the Small Business 
Development Center and its 

clients. The Chamber partnered 
with the Center on several 

events in 2011 and Ms. Ratcliffe 
has been instrumental in  

getting the word out to her 
members about the Center and 

its offerings. 
Photo by Steve Buhman, SIU University Communications  

Chamber Director Wins Award    

    Emily Carter, Sherry Ratcliffe, & Robyn Russell 
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2011 State of the City Address  

On Tuesday, December 13th the 

annual óState of the City Addressô 

was held at the Carbondale Civic 

Center for the December Monthly 

Members luncheon by the  

Carbondale Chamber of  

Commerce. Speakers included Mayor Joel Fritzler, Kevin Baity, Allen Gill 

and Sean Henry. Over 140 chamber members and community members 

enjoyed lunch by The Great Boars of Fire and were informed of  

happenings in Carbondale. Five dollars of each ticket price went towards a 

scholarship to send a CCHS student to SIU-C. Also, additional scholarship 

funds were raised from the ñShave It or Save Itò campaign where guests 

could vote whether or not Mayor Fritzler should shave his mustache.  

Ultimately, the most funds were raised for ñshave itò. A big thank you goes 

out to Mayor Fritzler, all of the speakers, The Great Boars of Fire, and  

everyone who attended this luncheon! 

Want to get an event added to 

our online calendar?  

Simply go to  

carbondalechamber.com, click on 

Calendar of Events, and  

then click  

Submit N ew Event!  

1/3 Executive Committee Meeting  -  11:30am-1:00pm  -  Chamber Office 
1/5 Saluki Pride Meeting  -  12:00pm-1:00pm  -   Chamber Office 
1/6 CCU Meeting  -  8:00am-9:00am  -  Chamber Office 
1/10 Monthly Member Luncheon  -12:00pm-1:00pm  -   Civic Center 
1/11 Board of Directors Meeting  -  4:00pm-5:00pm  -   Civic Center 
1/12 Economic Dev. Meeting  -   7:30am-8:30am  -   The Southern 
1/13 Ribbon Cutting @ H&R Block   -   1:00pm-2:00pm  -   H&R Block 
1/17   Ribbon Cutting @ Vintage Soul  -   11:00am  -   Vintage Soul 
1/17 AmbassadorĴs Meeting  -  2:00pm-1:00pm   -   Chamber Office 
1/26 Government Affairs Meeting  -   7:30am-8:30am  -   Forbes Financial 
1/27 Leadership Carbondale   -    All Day  
1/31 Networking at Noon  -   12:00pm  -    
  DiMaggioĴs 

Chamber Events January/February  

2/2 Saluki Pride Meeting  -   12:00pm-1:00pm  -   Chamber Office 
2/3 CCU -  8:00am-9:00am   -   SIU 
2/7 Exec. Committee Meeting  -   11:30am-1:00pm   -  Chamber Office 
2/9 Economic Dev. Meeting  -   7:30am-8:30am  -   The Southern 
2/10 2012 Annual Banquet  -   5:30pm-9:30pm  -   Civic Center 
2/14 Monthly Member Luncheon  -   12:00pm-1:00pm   -   Civic Center 
2/15 Board of Directors Meeting  -   4:00pm-5:00pm  -   Civic Center 
2/21 AmbassadorĴs Meeting  -  12:00pm-1:00pm  -   Chamber Office 
2/23 Govt. Affairs Meeting  -   7:30am-8:30am -   Forbes Financial 
2/24 Leadership Carbondale   -   All Day  -   Carbondale Area 
2/28 Networking at Noon  -   12:00pm  -   Buffalo Wild Wings 

Photo credit: Steve Jahnke, The Southern 
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Welcome, New Members!Welcome, New Members!Welcome, New Members!   On Friday, October 28th a Ribbon Cutting was 
held at the Saluki Innovation Lab located in 
the Small Business Development Center at 
SIU. Congratulations on your new lab! 

In early November, Blend Tea and Crepe 
Lounge opened its doors for business. The 
Chamber was invited to participate in Grand 
Opening activities including drawings for a 
Coach purse and iPod touch! 

On November 10th, Studio 2250, located on 
Reed Station Parkway, invited chamber  
members to view their beautiful new office 
space at a Business After Hours. Guests  
ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÈȭÄÏÕÒÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ (ÏÕÌÉÈÁÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÒÅ 
able to tour the facility. 

On Thursday, November 17th a Ribbon  
Cutting was held at the new Goodwill  
location. Goodwill moved down the 
street to the old Rex Electronics 
building right next to University 
Mall.  
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Business Briefs 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jennifer Marquard-Gutierrez 

Vintage 

Soul  

Welcome, Welcome, Welcome,    
New Members!New Members!New Members!   

Promoting Healthier Workers 

and Businesses in Illinois 
From the Illinois Chamber of Commerce 

 

With health benefit costs projected to surpass an average of 

$10,000 per employee next year, it's more important than ever for 

Illinois employers to address the health of their workforce.  

Programs like Live Healthy Illinois , the Illinois Chamber-led 

workplace wellness initiative, are effective because they encourage 

employees to take ownership of their health. 

  

Wellness programs - which can incorporate everything from 

lunchtime walking programs to free health screenings and fitness 

coaching - help to cut health care costs, as well as boost  

productivity, morale and company loyalty. Live Health Illinois is 

built around a 100-day exercise and weight loss challenge that uses 

competition between teams to promote physical activity and  

improved dietary habits.  

  

Once a company registers its employees, Live Healthy Illinois 

virtually runs itself. Each week, participants log their weight or the 

number of minutes they have exercised on livehealthyillinois.org. 

The website takes care of the rest, tracking their progress and  

offering motivational messages, healthy recipes and more. The 

upcoming Live Healthy Illinois 100-day Challenge kicks off on 

January 23, 2012 and I encourage all our state's employers to  

participate and make a down payment toward the future health of 

their workers and their businesses. For more information on Live 

Healthy Illinois, you can visit  

www.livehealthyillinois.org. 

Chris Sievers has been named Vice President of SI Elder Law in Marion. Sievers 

will focus on marketing and administrative duties of the firm. SI Elder Law, located 

at 411 1/2 N. Court Street, focuses on preserving assets for families facing long-term 

or assisted living care. Call 618-997-3500 for more information or visit 

www.sielderlaw.com. Sievers formerly served as Marketing Director of SIU Credit 

Union. 

State Farm is currently recruiting for a new agent in Carbondale. A State Farm 

Agent Opportunity Information Session will be held on Tuesday, January 17th at 

6:00pm at the Marion Agency Leadership Office at 8333 Express Drive in Marion. 

For additional information contact Sharon Terry at sharon.terry.cwt4@statefarm.com. 

Exhibitors are currently being sought for the 4th Annual Southern IL Men's  

Conference on March 24, 2012 at John A. Logan College. ñPlaybook for Healthò is 

the theme of the Conference. Businesses or agencies wishing to display their  

products and share information about their services are encouraged to purchase an 

exhibit space. Spaces are limited and are reserved on a first-come, first-served  

basis. The deadline is January 31. Contact (618) 985-9210 for more information. 

http://www.livehealthyillinois.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=omjkt4dab&et=1108970226789&s=25962&e=00167CXil8jnyYUO94mnQ1ndAgCpIcLWGNrxXdstdvJ6ankBCgtG1BPhrzeZt6kNlBFFuofkbU4Fj13kY4zVuL9e2h_wcXSixEU7fxjXpiirjqS0GXnTHmLteScbb8dhoDl
http://www.sielderlaw.com
mailto:sharon.terry.cwt4@statefarm.com
tel:%28618%29%20985-9210
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Leadership Carbondale  
Class 10 Re-Cap 

Committee Updates:  

 

 

 
 

 

On November 18, 2011 the Leadership Carbondale 

Class 10 had the opportunity to learn all about  

Recreation and Tourism in the Carbondale area. 

The group began the day with a leadership DVD 

and then traveled to Hickory Ridge Public Golf 

Center. There, the group heard a panel presentation 

from various community recreation service  

providers. The class also heard a presentation at the 

Carbondale Convention & Tourism Bureau and 

also visited select Carbondale Park District sites. 

The group finished the day at Walkerôs Bluff and 

toured the various facilities and the new General 

Store. Thank you to everyone who participated in 

this fun-filled day! 

Ambassadors Committee:   
4ÈÅ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÁÔ ×ÏÒË  

planning the Annual Banquet- Ȱ"ÅÔ ÏÎ 3ÕÃÃÅÓÓȦȱȢ -ÁÒË ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ  
Friday, February 10th and purchase your tickets today! 

 

Saluki Pride Committee:   
4ÈÅ 3ÁÌÕËÉ 0ÒÉÄÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÎÅ× ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ3ÁÌÕËÉ 3ÔÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

is aimed to help retention at SIU.  More information can be found online at carbondalechamber.com. The 
committee is also  working on a new interactive website to educate new SIU students about the Carbondale 

business community. More information to come! 
 

Government Affairs Committee:   
4ÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á 

difference in Carbondale! 
 

Economic Development Committee:   
This committee is hard at work looking for ways to bring more economic opportunities to Carbondale. The 
committee is looking for ways to address issues in Carbondale that might prevent this endeavor. Be on the 

lookout for several projects coming soon! 
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THANK YOU to our Reinvested Members!  THANK YOU to our Reinvested Members!  THANK YOU to our Reinvested Members!     

Varsity 

South  

Barber 

Shop  

Shelnutt & Associates, LLP 

B & B Harris 

Management, 

Barnett & Levine LLP 

B r o o k s i d e  

M a n o r   

A p a r t m e n t s  

John  
Mills  

Mid  
America  
Service 
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