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We're gearing up for a sizzling hot time celebrating 

great success in business and in the Carbondale 

community on Friday, February 11, 2011. Save the 

date now and get ready for fiesta themed evening 

that includes fine cuisine, a flamenco dancer, mu-

sic, food, prizes, and much more! Don't miss this 

grand event!  

Hot! Hot! Hot! Sizzling Success is what the Carbon-

dale Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet 2011 

is all about! This event will be at the Carbondale 

Civic Center with dinner catered by Houlihanôs. Social hour will begin at 6:00pm with 

dinner, prizes and awards beginning at 7:00pm. Tickets are $60 each and a table of 

eight is $450. 

We will also be doing a fundraiser to support Gold Card Scholarships that will be 

awarded CCHS students who will be attending Southern Illinois University. This year, 

the items up for sale are business card holders. Just slip in your business card or your 

colleagueôs business card and youôre on your way! Of course, each holder will have 

enclosed in it a ticket that counts toward your chance to win a fabulous prize. You 

must play to win! Look for your formal invitation in the mail the week of January 10th. 

Looking for a way to promote your business? Consider doing a sponsorship for this 

event. Sponsorship levels this year are jalapeño level, chipotle level, cayenne level, 

and habanero level. Providing a sponsorship for the Annual Banquet is a great way to 

get your businessesô name out and gain publicity amongst Carbondaleôs business 

leaders. Contact the Chamber office at     

549-2146 for more information.  

Chamber Event Spotlight:  
                    

   Annual Banquet 2011- Sizzling Success 
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Greetings, Carbondale Chamber Members and 
Friends. 
 
What is it about moving forward that causes us to 
ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÕÓȩ )ȭÍ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ςπρρ 
ÂÕÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÔ ÐÅÅË ÏÖÅÒ ÍÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ 
on 2010.  Several new businesses joined us, others 
relocated and expanded, and many of you continued 
running your businesses successfully, navigating 
through the ups and downs of the economy. In talk-
ing with some of you and observing trends, it seems 

ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÖÅÒÓÕÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ 
We want to that believe things are getting better, but we continue to 
grapple with changes, uncertainties and unknowns that impact our busi-
nesses and our way of life in a significant way.  

!Ó Á ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒ ÂÅÇÉÎÓȟ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ÕÎÄÅÒȤ
standing and processing these changes and challenges while promoting 
one another to have a stronger local economy is what the Chamber of 
Commerce is all about. By getting involved in committees, talking with 
our board members, and letting us know your ideas, we can do things 
together on a local level that makes Carbondale even better. Join us as 
we work to do just that in 2011. We need you!  

Join the celebration at our Annual Banquet on February 11, 2011. 
3ÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÐÁÇÅ ÆÌÉÅÒ ÉÎÓÉÄÅȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȢ 7ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅȤ
brate our award winners, promote our sponsors, enjoy a tasty, south of 
ÔÈÅ ÂÏÒÄÅÒ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÂÙ (ÏÕÌÉÈÁÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÏ ×ÉÎ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÉÚÅÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÇÉÖȤ
ing back to local high school students through the Gold Card Scholarship. 
Consider a sponsorship! It makes the event more fun, I promise. J 

Thanks to those of you who voted for board members in our elec-
ÔÉÏÎ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȦ 7ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÅ !ÎÇÅÌÁ 0ÏÖÏÌÉÓÈ ɉ&-'2Ɋ ÆÏÒ 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ +ÒÉÓÔÉÎ +ÉÎÇ 
(CrossFit). SIUC Chancellor Rita Cheng joins the Chamber Board this 
year as the SIU representative. We wish her a hearty welcome as well. 
Joel Sambursky (Forbes Financial Group) takes over as President of the 
#ÈÁÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÉÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
helm.  He has lots of great ideas and with his experience as a board 
member and past Chamber director, and both the Board and Chamber 
staff are confident in his ability to lead the Chamber this year.  

The Government Affairs Committee has been busy hearing from 
Mayoral Candidates for the City of Carbondale and sharing the Chamber 
Board adopted Core Principles. Look to hear more on this soon after the 
February primaries.  

7ÅȭÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÂÉÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁËÅ ÏÆ ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÌÁÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÏÏÎȢ 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ 
you. Contact us at 618-549-2146 or via email carbondalechamberofcom-
merce@gmail.com ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÐÌÕÇÇÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÉÇÈÔ Á×ÁÙȦ  
  
Regards, 
 
Kristin Gregory  

2011 
Board of Directors  

 
*Joel Sambursky  

President 
Forbes Financial Group 

*George Sheffer  
Past President 

Murdale True Value 
*Janice Burns Payne , Treasurer  

Payne, Gaertner & Associates 
*Jason Bourque  

Common Grounds Coffeehouse 
Kevin Baity  

City of Carbondale 
Bob Bleyer  

The Bank of Carbondale  
Chan San  
Hunan, Inc. 
Sam Cox  

My Favorite Toys 
Dr. Rita Cheng  

Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
Darin Fager  

Fager-McGee Construction 
Dan Terry  

Newell House 
TJ Martin  

TJôs Fine Jewelry & 
The Blue Martin 

Todd Darnstaedt  
Todayôs Technology & Auto Repair 

Angela Povolish  
Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 

Jeff Doherty  
Jackson Growth Alliance 

Kristin King,  
CrossFit So. Ill. 

Southern Illinois Healthcare 
 

*Members of Executive Committee 

Letter From the Director 

 

Sam and Suzanne Cox  
celebrated five years at 

their business My Favorite 
Toys during a Chamber  
After Hours Event on  
November 4, 2010. 

mailto:carbondalechamberofcommerce@gmail.com
mailto:carbondalechamberofcommerce@gmail.com
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Chamber Events January/February 2011  
January  

5 Chamber Lunch Line     Chiliôs Grill & Bar    11:30am-1:00pm 

6 Saluki Pride Committee Meeting  Chamber Office    12:00pm-1:00pm 

11 Monthly Member Luncheon: 

 MVC Commissioner-Doug Elgin  Saluki Club Room    11:45am-1:00pm 

12 Chamber Lunch Line     Mary Louôs      11:30am-1:00pm 

17 Martin Luther Kingôs Birthday   Chamber Office Closed   All Day 

18 Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting  Chamber Office    12:00pm-1:00pm 

19 Chamber Lunch Line     Old Main Restaurant   11:30am-1:00pm 

20 Business After Hours-Green Retreat Green Retreat     4:30pm-6:30pm 

21 New Member Orientation    Carbondale Civic Center  11:45am-1:00pm 

26 Chamber Lunch Line     Thai Taste      11:30am-1:00pm 

31  Mayer Networks IT Seminar   Carbondale Civic Center  11:00am-2:00pm 

February  

2 Chamber Lunch Line     Italian Village     11:30am-1:00pm 

3 Saluki Pride Committee Meeting  Chamber Office    12:00pm-1:00pm 

8 Monthly Member Luncheon: 

 Jane Sanders       Carbondale Civic Center  11:45am-1:00pm 

9 Chamber Lunch Line     Fat Patties      11:30am-1:00pm 

11 Annual Banquet: Sizzling Success  Carbondale Civic Center  6:00pm-10:00pm 

15 Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting Chamber Office    12:00pm-1:00pm 

16 Chamber Lunch Line     The Newell House    11:30am-1:00pm 

21 Presidentôs Day       Chamber Office Closed   All Day 

23 Chamber Lunch Line     Harbaughôs      11:30am-1:00pm 

Please visit our online calendar 
for additional member events. 
www.carbondalechamber.com 

Saluki  

On December 1st, 2010 Chamber Members enjoyed a fun evening 

of Saluki Basketball when the menôs team took on New Mexico. 

Guests enjoyed tasty appetizers and great drinks at a pre-game re-

ception hosted by the chamber. Then, our very own Executive Direc-

tor, Kristin Gregory sang the National Anthem to begin the game. 

Chamber members who RSVPôd also received special recognition 

during half-time. Our President, 

George Sheffer, was selected to 

participate in an on-court promo-

tion. A special thanks goes out to 

our sponsors for the eveningï 

Chiliôs Grill & Bar, Common 

Grounds Coffeehouse, Murdale 

True Value, The Blue Martin, 

and TJôs Fine Jewelry.  Thank you 

to everyone who came out and 

helped make this evening a huge 

success! 

Pride  
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Left: Mayor Brad Cole cuts the ribbon at the Grand 

Opening of Chiliôs Grill and Bar located at 1240 East 

Main Street in Carbondale on November 8, 2010. 

Right: Gold Gym employees and Mayor Brad Cole at the 

December 6th Ribbon Cutting at the Grand Opening of the 

new location of Goldôs Gym located at 2421 W. Main 

Street in Carbondale.  

Left: Ribbon Cutting at Smoke House Discount To-

bacco located at 1703 W. Main Street in the Murdale 

Shopping Center. The Ribbon Cutting took place on 

December 3, 2010.  

         Would you like the Chamber to feature a ribbon cutting 
         at your business? Contact the Carbondale Chamber of 

Commerce at 549-2146 for additional details! 
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Murdale True Value ðBlue Fish Liquors & Cigars ðGlobal Gourmet  
 

All American Hearing ðBlack Diamond Harley Davidson  
 

Julie Warren The Insurance House ðSouthern Que ðKroger  
 

The Blue Martin ðThe Bank of Carbondale ðSound Core Music and Video  
 

Sherwin -Williams ðAmeren CIPSðExtra Help, Inc. ðHeartland Gifts  
 

SIU Credit Union ðForbes Financial Group ðKey West    
 

TJôs Fine JewelryðJacobs Heating & Air ðArthur Agency ðSaluki Athletics  
 

Common Grounds Coffee House ðJ&L Robinson Construction ðFurniture King  
 

Center for Comprehensive Services ðSouthern Illinois Healthcare  
 

710 Bookstore ðAttitude Designs ðB and A Travel Service  
 

Fager-McGee Commercial Construction ðRegions Bank  
 

First Bank & Trust Company of Murphysboro ðFirst Southern Bank  
 

  Rend Lake Beverages ðMcDonaldôs / Short Enterprises 
 

Carbondale Community High School ðStiles Office Solutions  
 

Venegoni Distributing ðVogler Motor Company ðOld National Bank  
 

The Southern Illinoisan ðEdgarton Construction ðHampton Inn Carbondale  
 

Payne, Gaertner and Associates ðKerber, Eck & Braeckel ðBuffalo Wild Wings  
 

We appreciate all of your support and generous contributions. 
 

The Chamber of Commerce would also like to thank the Ambassadors committee and  
Fun Day subcommittee for all their hard work in planning and preparation for this event. 

 
THANK YOU! 
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BRINGING YOUNG  
PROFESSIONALS  

TO THE SAME 
SPOT 

Follow us on Facebook!  Add the 
ñCarbondale Chamber of Com-
merceò to your friend list today to 
stay up to speed with whatôs hap-
pening at the Chamber!  

Follow the Chamber and Get Connected!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get updates on Chamber events, member 
visits, breaking info, and more by following 
the  
Executive Director on  
twitter@cdalechamberdir. 

Welcome, Welcome, Welcome,    
New Members!New Members!New Members!    

Attucks Community Services Board of Directors  

Holistic Wellness Institute  

SI Elder Law  

Shaina's Strings  

The Printing Plant  

First Data  

Eurma C. Hayes Center  

Gaia House Interfaith Center  

Trails End Lodge  

State Electric Supply Company  

Tactical Investigations, LLC  

Comfort Inn & Suites  

The Practice Pad  

Chili's Grill & Bar  

The Pointe at SIU  

Smoke House Discount Tobacco  

The Apple Tree  

CrossFit Southern Illinois  

SINC/Southern Illinois Network Consultants  

Mikeôs Music 

Mid-Continent University  

NEBA, Corp.  

Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, 
Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    

Election Results 

President - Laura Taylor  

Vice President - Jenni Janssen 

Secretary - Amy Ragan 

Treasurer - Jesse Barge 

Communications Director - Melissa Whitt 

Community Outreach Director - Courtney Teel 

Membership/Public Relations Director - Drake Hall/Rachel 

Kubiak  

Professional Development Director - Tena Bennet 

Social Director - Nic Skovgaard 

At Large - Kimberly Clemens, Rob Whitt, Gavin Flure 

13Pro celebrated the season at their Holiday Party 

on December 9th. The event took place at the Steel-

horse Saloon in Carterville. Everyone enjoyed good 

food, meeting up with friends, the Dirty Santa game, 

and a few other games and prizes! 13Pro also held 

elections recently to determine the 2011 Board. The 

results are listed below. Congratulations to the new 

board members! 

710 Book Store 
AAA Missouri 
Alligator Self-Storage 
Aloha Dental 
Arthur Agency 
BART Transportation 
Barton House Bed & Breakfast 
Burris Disposal Service, LLC 
Carbondale Super 8 Motel 
Central Products 
City of Carbondale 
Dynamic Leadership Development 
Edgarton Construction & Rental 
Edward Jones-Jason Lamb 
Egyptian Revival Day Spa 
Fat Patties 
Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 
First Bank of Carbondale 
Forbes Financial Group 
G/K/H/P/H, Ltd. 
Gateway Youth Care Foundation 
Great Shapes Fitness for Women 
Heartland Office Supply/Xerox 
Hendricks & Hagan 
In Sync Mind Body Therapy Ctr. 

Jackson County Abstract/Title 
Jim Renshaw Insurance Agency, Ltd. 
John Mills 
Marsha G. Ryan, MD 
Mayer Networks 
Meineke Car Care Center 
Mid America Service 
Midwest Office Supply 
Oilver & Associates 
Phi Beta Lambda 
Prairie Living at Chautauqua 
Ramada Limited 
RBF Dome NFP 
RSC Equipment Rental 
SI Regional Social Services, Inc. 
SIU-Chancellorôs Office 
SIU Credit Union 
Southern Que Barbeque Restaurant, LLC 
Spinoniôs Pizza & Pasta House 
St. Maryôs Good Sam. Behavior Health 
Tequialas Mexican Restaurant 
The Jackson County Stage Co. 
TJôs Fine Jewlery 
Victory Christian Center of So. Ill. 
Woodruff Management  
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Recreation & Tourism Day-November 19 

 

 

 
 

The Leadership Carbondale Class took part in a full day of activities during Tourism and Recreation Day on Friday, November 19. After kicking off the morning 
with words of wisdom via John Maxwellôs 11th and 12th Irrefutable Laws of Leadership, Laws of the óinner circleô and óempowermentô, we were underway. 
 
Our first destination was the Carbondale Tourism and Convention Bureau inside the University Mall. We became acquainted with the marketing materials and 
resources used to promote Carbondale and the Southern Illinois region. Next we were off to the former Kroger West which, after significant renovation, will 
open their doors as Goldôs Gym on November 29. The impressive 30,000 square foot facility will certainly help anchor future growth and investment on the west 
side of Carbondale. Mark your calendar to take part in their grand opening and ribbon cutting on December 6th. Destination three took our class to the Carbon-
dale Park District Maintenance Facility. It was remarkable to learn how the small team keeps Carbondale Park Districtôs parks, sports fields, and facilities look-
ing their best. 
 
To kickoff the afternoon, Mike Day hosted us for lunch at Hickory Ridge Golf Course and served his scrumptious ribs. We then took part in a panel discussion 
with representative of Touch of Nature, Goldôs Gym, Carbondale Park District, US Forestry Service, and SIU Student Recreation Center. After an informative 
discussion, we headed to Green Retreat. We toured the inspiring Victorian-style bed and breakfast and 
learn the many ways Green Retreat is working to grow tourism in the region. Our journey continued into 
wine country. We tasted and toured the offerings of Hickory Ridge Winery, nestled atop the bluffs near 
Pomona. Our final destination appropriately was Trails End located in Cobden. Placed and named for its 
location on the Shawnee Hills Wine Trial, Trails End is a great location to end, or begin, any adventure. 
 
Thank you to Kristin Gregory, Sally Wright, and the Steering Committee for putting together Tourism and 
Recreation Day!  
 
-Shane Carsrud, Old National Bank 

February Monthly Member Luncheon 

Speakerð Jane Sanders 

On Tuesday, February 8, 2011 Chamber Members will have a enjoyable opportunity to attend the Monthly Member 
Luncheon featuring speaker, Jane Sanders.  Jane, considered a pioneer in gender communications,  has successfully 
owned and operated her own business-GenderSmart® Solutions- for over 17 years.  She has worked with all levels of 
corporation employees from top executives to field personnel, including many Fortune 500 clients nationwide.  Jane 
has also done numerous interviews on both radio and television, always providing fun and helpful tips about commu-
nication between the genders.  She helps organizations enjoy the financial benefits of more effective communication 
between men and women for better teamwork, productivity, recruiting, retention, and sales results.  Jane has re-
cently relocated from California back to her home-state of Illinois and is excited to meet with Carbondale Chamber 
members.  
 
Both men and women of all professions will laugh and learn in this humorous, educational, and no male-bashing ses-

sion presented by Jane!  The program will help you maximize the effectiveness of communica-

tion with your supervisors, staff, co-workers, friends, family and even spouse.  You will learn 

about biological and social differences, and communication style differences, including how 

they affect perceptions and cause misunderstandings.  These techniques have proven to im-

prove productivity and sales results, create a better working environment, and facilitate more 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ 

learn, and celebrate gender diversity!  Contact the Chamber office at 618-549-2146 to make 

your reservations today.  
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Ambassadors Committee:  The Annual Banquet is on its way! The Ambassa-
dors Committee has been hard at work planning the details of this annual event. 
The committee promises this event to be one you donôt want to miss as Cham-
ber members will enjoy chips, salsa, margaritas, entertainment and much more! 
This committee is working hard to ensure this event will be talked about all year.   
  

Saluki Pride Committee:  Chamber Night at the SIU Menôs Basketball game 

was a huge success! We had a wonderful turnout and want to thank everyone 

who came out to support the Carbondale Chamber and SIU. So whatôs next? Be 

on the look-out for details about a Saluki Dawg Jog coming sometime this 

spring. 

Government Affairs Committee:  The Government Affairs Committee is taking a strong interest in the upcoming Mayoral 

election coming up this spring. The committee has met with a few candidates and plans to meet with the rest in the upcom-

ing months. The group wants to ensure that our new mayor will make Carbondale a great place to live, work, visit, play and 

invest! 

Leadership Carbondale Steering Committee:  Members of this steering committee have been working hard to come up 

with new ideas for future Leadership Carbondale outings. The group is also planning an alumni event which will be held in 

February. Be on the look-out for more details soon!  

Did you know you can advertise your business in the Communicator 
Newsletter? YOU CAN! The Chamber staff can help you put together 
an eye catching advertisement of your business for all the Chamber 

Members to see! Please contact 549-2146 for more information. 

Carbondale Chamber of 
Commerce  
P.O. Box 877  
Carbondale, IL 62903  
 

Presort Std. 
U. S. Postage Paid 
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Carbondale, IL 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Committee Updates  

If you would like to get more 

involved with the Chamber, 

join a committee!  Contact 

the office for meeting times 

or check out the online  

calendar. 


