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ñTo advance the interests of business and make Carbondale a great place to live, work, visit, play, and invest.ò 

 THE  COMMUNICATOR  
March/April 2011 

 
 
 

 

 
131 S. Illinois Avenue 
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p (618) 549-2146       f  (618) 529-5063  

carbondalechamberofcommerce@gmail.com     
www.carbondalechamber.com 

Inside this Issue 

 

Does your business depend on technology?  
If so, your business needs the computer network consulting 
advantages that only Southern Illinois Network Consultants 
has to offer. A veteran of the industry with more than 13 
years of experience in the field, Dave Mack and his team at 
SINC have been have been providing clients with expert IT solutions that improve 
productivity and performance, and are both cutting edge and cost -effective.  SINCõs 
team has grown to become a trusted industry leader and provider of all -
encompassing business network support and project-based IT services. No job is too 
small or too big; SINCõs team is equally at home performing simple tasks like spyware 
removal all the way up to complete computer network design and implementation.  
That level of expertise doesnõt mean youõll be left out of the loop, feeling unin-
formed.  SINCõs team prides itself on being able to explain technical topics in a down
-to-earth way that is easy to understand.   
 
SINCõs clientele and expertise span many fields, including medical (HIPAA compli-
ance), construction, POS, retail, restaurant, legal, automotive and financial. 
Chances are that whatever software your business uses, SINCõs techs have experience 
with it.  Its highly -trained team stays current with the latest technologies and pro-
vides standardized, tested solutions.  SINC is partnered with Microsoft and Dell and is 

A+ certified!   
 
Promotional offers : òShow some loveó: Like us on 
Facebook and receive 10% off your next service or 
repair! òRing in Springó: Until the end of March, 
any new clients who sign up for SINCõs offsite 

backup service or monthly maintenance packages 
will receive the 3 rd month FREE after two paid 

months of service! (No contracts EVER.) For more 
information on SINC, visit us at 

www.sinconline.net .  

Chamber Spotlight:  
                    
S.I.N.C./Southern Illinois Network Consultants  

 

 

http://www.sinconline.net/
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Greetings, Carbondale Chamber Members and 
Friends. 
 
As we head into the spring season, I hope that every-
thing starts blooming and booming; especially when 
it comes to your business, organization, and our lo-
cal economy.  
)Î ÔÈÁÔ ÖÅÉÎȟ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅȤ
mendous support you gave to the Annual Banquet 
2011: Sizzling Success! It was a grand night of great 

food, networking, and celebrating the strides of our citizens, business 
leaders, and the fruit of your hard work. Thank you to all of our sponsors 
and attendees. Be sure to check out the recap inside.  

)ÔȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ #ÁÒÂÏÎÄÁÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃȤ
tors take that seriously. The Government Affairs Committee has heard 
ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÙÏÒÁÌ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ 
of this important process. To that end, there will be a mayoral candidate 
forum on Tuesday, March 8 at 11:30 AM at the Civic Center, during our 
regularly scheduled Monthly Member Luncheon. Candidates will speak 
briefly and members will have a chance to ask the candidates questions 
that are specific to business matters, the local economy, and economic 
development. We encourage everyone to attend and send us your ques-
tions! Contact us via email at carbondalechamberofcommerce@gmail.com.  

The Ambassadors Committee will soon have two new subcom-
mittees: planning and promotions. The planning committee will focus on 
events like the banquet, the golf outing, and special events. The promo-
tions committee will focus on ribbon cuttings, business after hours 
ÅÖÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒ ,ÕÎÃÈ ,ÉÎÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
change will allow people to serve best where they feel they excel with-
out feeling bogged down by areas where there is lesser interest. Please 
ÌÅÔ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒ ÓÔÁÆÆ ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȢ  

&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÁÓ ) ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ Á ÎÅ× ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙȟ )ȭÄ 
ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ )ȭÖÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ 
Executive Director. I appreciate your candor in sharing your concerns, 
gripes, successes, and accomplishments. All are needed when trying to 
ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË 
with the Board, Chris Nolan, and Jessica Maloney to find ways to allow 
your business or organization to be the best that it can be. Please accept 
my best regards.  
  
Sincerely Yours, 

 
 
 
 

Kristin Gregory  
 
 
 

2011 
Board of Directors  

 
*Joel Sambursky  

President 
Forbes Financial Group 

*George Sheffer  
Past President 

Murdale True Value 
*Janice Burns Payne , Treasurer  

Payne, Gaertner & Associates 
*Jason Bourque  

Common Grounds Coffeehouse 
*Sam Cox  

My Favorite Toys 
Kevin Baity  

City of Carbondale 
Bob Bleyer  

The Bank of Carbondale  
Chan San  
Hunan, Inc. 

Dr. Rita Cheng  
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

Darin Fager  
Fager-McGee Construction 

Dan Terry  
Newell House 

TJ Martin  
TJôs Fine Jewelry & 

The Blue Martin 
Todd Darnstaedt  

Todayôs Technology & Auto Repair 
Angela Povolish  

Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 
Jeff Doherty  

Jackson Growth Alliance 
Kristin King,  

CrossFit So. Ill. 
Southern Illinois Healthcare 

 
*Members of Executive Committee 

Letter From the Director 

 

Save the Date! 
 

 
 

Annual Fun Day Golf 
Scramble 

 

Hickory Ridge Public 
Golf Center 

 

More details to follow. 

6.3.11 

mailto:carbondalechamberofcommerce@gmail.com
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Chamber Events March/April 2011  
 
March 

3   Saluki Pride Committee Meeting    Chamber Office   12:00pm-1:00pm 

8   Monthly Members Luncheon: Mayoral 

     Candidate Forum         Civic Center    11:30am-1:00pm 

9   Board of Directors Meeting      Civic Center    4:00pm-5:30pm 

10 Economic Development Committee Meeting The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

15 Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting    Chamber Office   12:00pm-1:00pm 

17 Government Affairs Committee Meeting  Forbes Financial  7:30am-8:30am 

 

 

April  

5    General Election for Mayor/City Council  Polling Place   All Day 

7  Saluki Pride Committee Meeting    Chamber Office   12:00pm-1:00pm 

12 Monthly Members Luncheon     Civic Center    11:30am-1:00pm 

13 Board of Directors Meeting      Civic Center    4:00pm-5:30pm 

14  Economic Development Committee Meeting The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

19  Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting    Chamber Office   12:00pm-1:00pm 

21  Government Affairs Committee Meeting  Forbes Financial  7:30am-8:30am 

Please visit our online calendar 
for additional member events. 
www.carbondalechamber.com 

Green Retreat After Hours Recap 

On Tuesday, January 25th chamber members had the opportunity to see 

the new Victorian Bed & Breakfast and Conference Center at Green 

Retreat. During the Business After Hours, guests received tours of this 

truly gorgeous facility. There was also yummy chili, snacks, and drinks 

for attendees. The Great Retreat Bed & Breakfast is an impressive 5 

bedroom Victorian house with spectacular views of their farm and 

horse stables.  Each room features luxury linens, private bath, and a 

distinct decorative theme.  The main floor features an old-fashioned 

parlor, library, and formal dining room, all available for private party 

rental.  There is also a performance/teaching kitchen, glassed in eating 

areas, and a handicapped accessible suite with private entrance and di-

rect dining area access.  The Lake View Event Center features an oak 

pub area, a large open area for class work & entertaining, and 4 large 

French Doors opening onto the beautiful paver patio for indoor/outdoor 

lakeside activities.  Of course, Green Retreat utilizes green technolo-

gies, environmentally sensitive amenities, and earth-friendly products.  

To contact Green Retreat go to  

greenretreat.com or 

call them at 

618.687.1717. 
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Chamber members throughout Carbondale and the surrounding area gathered on Friday, February 11th for the Carbondale 

Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet 2011ï Sizzling Success! This evening consisted of fine Mexican cuisine, salsa 

dancing, great prizes and celebration of our local business community. Thank you to our caterer, Houlihanôs, for great food, 

drinks, and desserts. The awards ceremony was livened up by Diane Daughertyôs witty remarks, some fun Haba¶ero Level 

Sponsor Videos, and some great prize giveaways, thanks to our generous sponsors.  This year, we also sold business card 

holders. Portions of the proceeds from the sales support the Carbondale Chamber Foundation Gold Card Scholarships. 

The Chamber awards two $1,000 scholarships to top CCHS students who will attend Southern Illinois University Carbon-

dale. Thank you to all who purchased business card holders and made our fundraiser a huge success! 

 

We would also like to congratulations to our 2010 award winners. Each of our award winners was presented with a plaque 

and special honors on the evening of the Banquet: 

 

Business of Year: Thomas Publishing 

Business Leader of the Year: San Chan, Hunan Village 

Regional Business of the Year: Alto Vineyards 

Presidents Award: Woody Thorne, Southern Illinois Healthcare 

Citizen of the Year: Mort & Barbara Levine  

   

Thank you to Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, who handled coat check and sold Luggage Tags, for volunteering their time to serve 

the Carbondale Chamber of Commerce.  Thank you also to Aur Beck and the Longbranch Coffee House Salsa Crew for 

spicing things up during our social hour.  

 

The Chamber staff would also like to extend a thank you to Autumn Doan of Hotel Builders of America for all her help 

designing the Annual Banquet Save-the-Date cards, invitations and helping with decorations.  

 

Finally, we would like to thank our sponsors who help make the entire evening possible!  Our sponsors include: 

Habañero Level  
§ Illinois Small Business Development Center 

at Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

§ Murdale True Value 

§ Quatroôs Pizza 

§ SINC (Southern IL Network Consultants) 

§ Sound Core Music & Video Spicy Hot Donors 
§ Mikeôs Music 

§ Hunan Village 

§ Southern Lights Entertainment 

§ Common Grounds Coffee House 

§ Hickory Ridge Public Golf Center 

§ Trails End Lodge 

§ Southern Lights Entertainment 

§ Global Gourmet 

§ Larryôs House of Cakes 

§ Walkerôs Bluff 

Cayenne Level 
§ NeuroRestorative 

§ Dental Group of Carbondale 

§ SI Tours 

§ Frontier Communications 

Chipolte Level  
§ Attitude Designs 

§ The Bank of Carbondale 

§ My Favorite Toys 

§ Touch of Nature 

§ Saluki Sports Properties 

§ SIU Credit Union 

Jalapeño Level 
§ Fager-McGee Construction 

§ Heartland Gifts, Inc. 

§ First Bank & Trust Company of Murphys-
boro 
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Murdale True Value ðBlue Fish Liquors & Cigars ðGlobal Gourmet  
 

All American Hearing ðBlack Diamond Harley Davidson  
 

Julie Warren The Insurance House ðSouthern Que ðKroger  
 

The Blue Martin ðThe Bank of Carbondale ðSound Core Music and Video  
 

Sherwin -Williams ðAmeren CIPSðExtra Help, Inc. ðHeartland Gifts  
 

SIU Credit Union ðForbes Financial Group ðKey West    
 

TJôs Fine JewelryðJacobs Heating & Air ðArthur Agency ðSaluki Athletics  
 

Common Grounds Coffee House ðJ&L Robinson Construction ðFurniture King  
 

Center for Comprehensive Services ðSouthern Illinois Healthcare  
 

710 Bookstore ðAttitude Designs ðB and A Travel Service  
 

Fager-McGee Commercial Construction ðRegions Bank  
 

First Bank & Trust Company of Murphysboro ðFirst Southern Bank  
 

  Rend Lake Beverages ðMcDonaldôs / Short Enterprises 
 

Carbondale Community High School ðStiles Office Solutions  
 

Venegoni Distributing ðVogler Motor Company ðOld National Bank  
 

The Southern Illinoisan ðEdgarton Construction ðHampton Inn Carbondale  
 

Payne, Gaertner and Associates ðKerber, Eck & Braeckel ðBuffalo Wild Wings  
 

We appreciate all of your support and generous contributions. 
 

The Chamber of Commerce would also like to thank the Ambassadors committee and  
Fun Day subcommittee for all their hard work in planning and preparation for this event. 

 
THANK YOU! 

 

Photo Credit: Steve Jahnke, The Southern & Autumn Doan, HBA Development 



 

     The Communicator March/April 2011-Page 6 

BRINGING YOUNG  
PROFESSIONALS  

TO THE SAME 
SPOT 

Follow us on Facebook!  Add the 
ñCarbondale Chamber of Com-
merceò to your friend list today to 
stay up to speed with whatôs hap-
pening at the Chamber!  

Follow the Chamber and Get Connected!  

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 

Rotary Club of Carbondale-Lunch 

Perry-Jackson Child Advocacy Center 

Get updates on Chamber events, member 
visits, breaking info, and more by following 
the Executive Director on  
 
twitter@cdalechamberdir. 

Welcome, Welcome, Welcome,    
New Members!New Members!New Members!    

Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, 
Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    

13Pro would like to thank all that participated in this 

year's 13Pro Shops SI program.  The Community 

Outreach Committee is pleased to announce that  

participating 13Pro members spent $17,043 in  

Southern Illinois businesses just in holiday shopping! 

This is great because it is money that you generated 

back into our local economy!  

 

1187 Creative 

17th Street Bar & Grill 

AAA Safe Storage 

Aisha White, MD 

Aldi, Inc. 

Alliance Investment Planning Group 

Alpha R. E. Management 

Arnoldôs Market, Inc. 

Asaturian, Eaton & Associates P.C. 

Auto Credit of Southern Illinois 

B and A Travel Service, Ltd. 

Best Buy, Inc. 

Best Mini-Storage 

Bishop & Elwell Insurance 

Black Diamond Harley Davidson 

Bridges Italian Village 

Carbondale Community High School #165 

Caseyôs General Store 

Chartwells 

Cimco Recycling Carbondale, Inc. 

Community Link 

Crain Funeral Home & Cemeteries 

Douglas J. Baker, DDS 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Assoc. 

Extra help, Inc. 

Five Star Realty 

Furniture King 

Gloria Jeanôs Gourmet Coffee 

Great Boars of Fire 

Green Retreat, LLC 

Health Alliance Medical Plans 

Helia Healthcare of Carbondale 

Holtôs Tire & Auto Center 

Illinois Dept. of  Employment Security 

In Sync Mind Body Therapy Center 

J & L Robinson Dev. & Construction Co. 

Jerryôs Flower Shoppe 

Jimôs Mobile Offices 

John A. Logan College 

KFVS 12 

Kroger 

Lakeside Veterinary Hospital 

Liberty Village of Carbondale 

Man Tra Con 

Michael R. Durr, DMD PC 

MidCountry Bank 

Morgan Commercial Structures 

Murdale True Value, Inc. 

National Multiple Sclerosis  

Society 

NeuroRestorative 

Northwestern Mutual Financial 

NovaCare Rehabilitation  

Old National Bank 

OnMedia 

Pagliaiôs Pizza and Pasta 

Prairie Farms Dairy, Inc. 

RE/MAX Realty Professionals 

Realty Central, Inc. 

Regions Bank (East & West) 

Schnuckôs Carbondale 

Short Enterprises (McDonalds) 

SIU Event Services 

Southern Gas Company 

Southern Illinois Miners 

Southern Illinois Irish Festival 

Southern Illinois Research Park 

Southern Illinoisan 

Springfield Electric Supply 

State Rep. Mike Bost 

The Great Outdoors Company 

The Newell House 

The Womenôs Center 

Trinity Christian School 

University Mall 

Varsity Center for the Arts 

Varsity South Barber Shop 

Vic Koenig Chevrolet, Inc. 

Vine Community Church 

Wells Fargo Advisors 

WPSD TV  

13Pro would also like to congratulate Tena  

Bennett as the winner of this year's 13Pro Shops 

SI. Tena won a $250 gift card to the Southern 

Illinois Regional Chamber member of her 

choice.  Please congratulate Tena on her  

contributions, as well as her big win!  

 

Also, a special thanks to Amanda Brayfield,  

all-star Community Outreach Committee  

member, for managing the many receipts and 

entries. 
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Government & Economic Development  Day 

January 28 

 

On Tuesday, January 11th Carbondale chamber 
members who attended the January Monthly Member Luncheon had 
the opportunity to hear from MVC Commissioner Doug Elgin. The 
luncheon took place at Saluki Club at Saluki Stadium and guests en-
joyed a tasty lunch from Chiliôs. A good time was had by all as mem-
bers learned more about the Missouri Valley Conference and how the 
Salukiôs play a role in it.  
 
 
On Tuesday, February 8th chamber members had the opportunity to hear from Jane Sanders from 
GenderSmart® Solutions.  Jane spoke about the differences between the genders and how this plays 

out in communication within the workplace. In the spirit of Valen-
tineôs Day, there was a floral arrangement from Jerryôs Flower 
Shoppe given away and gourmet 
desserts provided by Global Gour-
met. Also, lunch was catered by 
Bethel AME Catering. Both men 
and women alike enjoyed this 
luncheon as chamber members 
laughed, learned, and celebrated 
gender diversity!   
 

Government and Economic Development Day engaged the class in learning more about how business and industry is brought to and developed 

in Southern Illinois.  A tour of the Center for Business and Industry at John A. Logan Community 

College started the day as we were introduced to their state-of-the-art classrooms while learning 

of the vast clientele they serve. 
 

We spent the lunch hour learning about the opportunities provided by the Economic Development 

Office for the City of Carbondale.  I believe everyone developed a new appreciation for what this 

office does to improve the living conditions for several of Carbondaleôs residents.  We were able 

to tour one of the newly constructed homes that was made possible through grant money and the 

work of this office. 
 

The afternoon was spent at the SIU Office of Economic and Regional Development located at the 

Dunn-Richmond Center.  We were engaged in conversation on the impact of small business de-

velopment to our region.   We also had the opportunity to tour the Dunn-Richmond Center and 

learn of the endless possibilities they provide for business entrepreneurs from all over the world. 

The day was topped off with a tour of the new Carbondale Public Safety Center by Chief 

OôGuinn.  Our class has been fortunate to tour the current and new facilities, and we are excited 

for the police department (can you imagine how excited they are)! 
 

Thank you to Kevin Baity for organizing and leading Government & Economic Development 

Day. 
 

Tena Bennett, SIUC Student Center 

January/February Monthly Member Luncheons 


