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The annual Fun Day Golf Scramble will be held Friday, June 
3rd at Hickory Ridge Public Golf Center. Fun Day is a chance 
for Chamber of Commerce members to create teams with 
their co-workers and comrades and enjoy a day out on the 
green! This event is full of opportunities to promote your 
business by donating prizes, sponsoring holes, creating  

signage, and much more. The Fun Day Golf Scramble is great 
for networking and meeting new people over the grill,  

in-between holes, or over a meal. There are prizes, snacks, 
breakfast and lunch, and of course, the chance to win and 
have bragging rights until next year! We hope that you will 

consider joining us on Friday, June 3rd ! Please see the  
registration form on page 4 of the newsletter to get your 

team signed up today! 

Chamber Event Spotlight:  
                    

Fun Day Golf Scramble 2011  
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Greetings, Carbondale Chamber Members and 

Friends, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I begin my service as the 

Executive Director for the Carbondale Chamber of 

Commerce. As a native of Carbondale, in hand with 

my SIU Alumni status, I am ecstatic to work full time 

with my hometown community. In my very short  

tenure with the Chamber, I see a plethora of  

opportunity. I look forward to continuing to partner together for the success 

of our beloved business community. I am excited to meet each and every one 

of you and discover ways to enhance profitability while building strong  

relationships. I pride myself on being a great listener and am open to  

suggestions anytime! 

 

One thing I can not stress enough to all of you is PLEASE get involved!  We 

have our monthly member luncheons that occur on the second Tuesday of 

every month; our Chamber Lunch Line where we rotate through our  

Chamber restaurants every Wednesday and invite all of our members to  

attend; regular functions throughout the business community that you can  

follow on our website calendar and through our weekly E-Chatter; and  

multiple committees that all are welcome to be a part of. Being an active 

member of a committee will allow you to assist in planning events,  

networking with other members, and also establishing yourself within the 

business community. I encourage all of you to follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/cdalechamber and óLikeô us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/CarbondaleChamber for additional events and updates. 

 

Our Annual Fun Day Golf Tournament is rapidly approaching! Save the date 

for Friday, June 3rd at Hickory Ridge Public Golf Center. If you would like 

additional information on sponsorship levels and/or getting a team together, 

please reach out to Jessica Maloney or myself. This event is sure to be a 

fabulous time! 

 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to our new adventures! 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherry Ratcliffe 

 
 
 
 

2011 
Board of Directors  

 
*Joel Sambursky  

President 
Forbes Financial Group 

*George Sheffer  
Past President 

Murdale True Value 
*Janice Burns Payne , Treasurer  

Payne, Gaertner & Associates 
*Jason Bourque  

Common Grounds Coffeehouse 
*Sam Cox  

My Favorite Toys 
Kevin Baity  

City of Carbondale 
Bob Bleyer  

The Bank of Carbondale  
Chan San  
Hunan, Inc. 

Dr. Rita Cheng  
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

Darin Fager  
Fager-McGee Construction 

Dan Terry  
Newell House 

TJ Martin  
TJôs Fine Jewelry & 

The Blue Martin 
Todd Darnstaedt  

Todayôs Technology & Auto Repair 
Angela Povolish  

Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 
Jeff Doherty  

Jackson Growth Alliance 
Kristin King,  

CrossFit So. Ill. 
Southern Illinois Healthcare 

 
*Members of Executive Committee 

Letter From the Director 

 

 
 
 

 

FINISH LIKE A SALUKI!  

http://www.twitter.com/cdalechamber
http://www.facebook.com/CarbondaleChamber
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Chamber Events May/June 2011  
May 

2 Ribbon Cutting- The Childrenôs Place University Mall  11:00am-12:00pm 

4 Chamber Lunch Line      17th St. Bar & Grill 12:00pm-1:30pm 

5 Saluki Pride Committee Meeting  Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

7 Saluki Pride Dawg Jog     SIU Campus   8:00am-10:00am 

11 Chamber Lunch Line      Fujiyamaôs   12:00pm-1:30pm 

12 Economic Development Meeting  The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

17 Ribbon Cutting-Brighten Your Day 

  Gift Shop         Gift Shop    10:00am-11:00am 

17 Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting  Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

18 Chamber Lunch Line      Tequillaôs    12:00pm-1:30pm 

25 Chamber Lunch Line      Chiliôs Grill & bar 12:00pm-1:30pm 

26 Government Affairs Meeting   Forbes Financial  7:30am-8:30am 

26 Leadership Carbondale Kick-Off Day Touch of Nature  All Day 

  

 June 

1 Chamber Lunch Line      Tres Hombres   12:00pm-1:30pm 

2 Saluki Pride Committee Meeting  Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

3 Fun Day Golf Scramble     Hickory Ridge  All Day 

8 Chamber Lunch Line      Applebeeôs   12:00pm-1:30pm 

9 Economic Development Meeting  The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

15 Chamber Lunch Line      Thai Taste    12:00pm-1:30pm 

21 Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting  Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

22 Chamber Lunch Line      Italian Village   12:00pm-1:30pm 

29 Chamber Lunch Line      Fat Patties    12:00pm-1:30pm 

30 Government Affairs Meeting   Forbes Financial  7:30am-8:30am 

Please visit our online calendar 
for additional member events. 
www.carbondalechamber.com 

March/April  
Monthly Members Luncheons  

 On Tuesday, March 8th chamber members gathered to hear from the 

four potential candidates for mayor of Carbondaleï Joel Fritzler, Sam 

Goldman, Steven Haynes, and George Maroney. The candidates shared 

their thoughts and platforms on certain issues with an emphasis on  

matters concerning local business and the local economy. The forum 

was moderated by David Yepsen of the Paul Simon Public Policy  

Institute and lunch was catered by 17th Street Bar & Grill. Thank you to 

all who came out and helped make this event a huge success!  

 On Tuesday, April 12th chamber members had a chance to hear from 

the Leadership Carbondale Class 9. At this event, the class told of their 

adventures over the last year and each member of the class was  

recognized for successfully completing the program. Congratulations to 

all of the members of Leadership Carbondale Class 9! Also, a special 

thanks to our caterer, Panera Bread and all of our chamber members 

who attended this event! 
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Follow the Chamber and Get Connected!  

 

Welcome, Welcome, Welcome,    
New Members!New Members!New Members!    

Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, Reinvested Members, 
Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    

Mutual of Omaha  

Presbyterian Child Development Center Day Care  

US Bank -Cobden Branch  

The Children's Place  

Grand Avenue Laundromat  

Architechniques, Ltd.  

WDBX Community Radio  

Family Advocacy Services  

Brighten Your Day Gift Shop  

University Tutorz  

Puka 

River Radio  

Sandberg, Phoenix & Von Gontard, 

P.C. 

So. Orthopedic Assc, S.C.  

Southern Illinois Family Fun  

Thai Taste Carbondale  

The Bank of Carbondale  

The Practice Pad  

Touch of Nature  

Universal Glass & Carpet, Inc.  

Verizon Wireless  

Walnut Street Baptist Church  

Advanced Energy Solutions 

Group, Inc.  

African American Museum of 

Southern Illinois  

Alltel Wireless - Carbondale  

American Flooring  

Apartment Finder  

Artistic Dentistry  

Ashley Housely, DMD  

Burley -Shay Investments, Ltd.  

Carbondale Elementary School 

District #95  

Carbondale New School  

Carbondale Save -A-Lot  

Castle Perilous Games/Books  

Coleman Lawn  

Com-Pac International, Inc.  

Edward Jones - Brooks Venable  

Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois  

Good Samaritan Ministries  

Hampton Inn  

Henry Printing, Inc.  

In A Pinch Shredding  

Jackson -Perry Child Advocacy 

Center  

L. A. Services, Inc.  

Lewis Park Apartments  

Mail Boxes Etc.  

Missouri Goodwill Industries, 

Inc.  

Neighborhood Co -op Grocery  

Payne, Gaertner & Associates 

LLC 

Pepsi Midamerica  

PK's  

Thank you for your support 

of the Carbondale Chamber 

of Commerce! 

Follow us on Facebook! Like the 

ñCarbondale Chamber of  

Commerceò on your Facebook 

today and stay up to speed with 

whatôs happening at the  

Chamber! 

Get updates on Chamber events, 

members visits, breaking info and 

more by following the Executive  

Director at @cdalechamber on  

Twitter! 
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Aging & Social Services Day  

Class 9 Recognition Ceremony  

 

 
 

Aging and Social Services day showed the Leadership Carbondale 

class the extensive and much needed services provided by the 

Southern Illinois Regional Social Services, Shawnee Alliance, 

Womenôs Center, Good Samaritan House, S.T.A.R.T. Services, and 

Prairie Living at Chautauqua.   The class was able to tour each  

facility and talk to staff.  Issues such as providing services on 

smaller budgets, meeting the rising demands of the community,  and 

the need for enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers and staff were 

themes in each organization.  

Khristina Vaughn, City of  

Carbondale 
 

Members of Leadership Carbondale Class 9 were recognized at the April 

Monthly Members Luncheon on April 12, 2011. Each class member  

presented a particular day of the program as well as one of the 21  

Irrefutable Laws of Leadership by John Maxwell. The class did an  

excellent job giving chamber members a good idea of what the  

Leadership Carbondale Program is all about. Thank you to all the class 

members for your hard work and congrats on completing the program! 

Leadership Carbondale Alumni Event 

On Wednesday, March 23rd Leadership Carbondale Alumni gathered 

to network, eat, chat and reminisce.  The event, coordinated by Class 5, 

was held at Copper Dragon in Carbondale. In addition to alumni  

members, potential recruits for Class 10 were also invited to come hear 

what the Leadership Carbondale program is all about. Thank you to 

everyone who came out and made this event a success! 
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Ambassadors Committee:  The Ambassadorôs committee is working hard on 
the Annual Fun Day Golf Scramble on Friday, June 3rd. This will be an event 
you wonôt want to miss! Join us for a fun day of golf, games, food, drinks, prizes 
and more! 
  

Saluki Pride Committee:  The Saluki Pride committee is hard at work on the 5k 

Saluki Dawg Jog coming this spring. This event will take place on May 7th and 

be a fun-filled day of running related activities.  

Government Affairs Committee:  The Government Affairs Committee is     

dedicated to promoting, educating and advocating on behalf of local, county, 

state and national issues that are directly and indirectly relevant to the greater Carbondale business community. 

Economic Development Committee:  With George Sheffer serving as the committee chair, this committee is responsible 

for discussing ways the business community can partner with government officials and other organizations to bolster factors 

that play a role in increasing economic development in Carbondale. Be on the lookout for several projects coming soon! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Committee Updates  

If you would like to get more 

involved with the Chamber, 

join a committee!  Contact 

the office for meeting times 

or check out the online  

calendar. 

This  just  in!  

The Hampton Inn is pleased to announce a Carbondale Chamber of Commerce room rate of $89.00. All 

Chamber members, their friends and family along with their vendors are eligible for this rate. 

 

To register for this rate go to the Hampton Inn Carbondale Facebook page and friend request Hampton Inn 

from your company Facebook page or contact Tim Reeder at 618.549.6900. 

Bridges Italian Village  

Ribbon Cutting/Open House  

Celebrating 50 years in business! 

On Saturday, April 16th chamber members gathered to 

celebrate Bridges Italian Village for 50 years in business 

with a ribbon cutting and open house. The event was held 

in the newly renovated bar area in the back of the  

restaurant and guests were also able to view the new  

outdoor dining area. The Carbondale Chamber of  

Commerce would like to congratulate owners R.E. and 

Debbie Bridges for 50 years in business! Thanks also to 

all chamber members who came out to show support. We 

all look forward to many more years of great Italian 

food! 
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