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ñTo advance the interests of business and make Carbondale a great place to live, work, visit, play, and invest.ò 
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131 S. Illinois Avenue 

 Carbondale, IL  62901 
p (618) 549-2146       f  (618) 529-5063  

info@carbondalechamber.com     
www.carbondalechamber.com 

Inside this Issue 

 

On Tuesday, October 18th Common Grounds 
Coffeehouse , owned by Jason Bourque,  

celebrated their six year anniversary! The  
celebration took place all day and the shop  
offered $1 drinks from 7:00am -7:00pm.   
Chamber members attended after 5:00pm for a 
Business After Hours. A big thank you goes out 
to Jason and his team for being a great  
example of a locally owned small business.  
 

Congratulations on all your success!  
 
 

Common Grounds is  
located at 600 E. Grand, 
Suite 6 in Carbondale. 

Common Grounds is open 
Mondayð Saturday 

7:00am-12:00am and 
Sundayõs 7:30am-

12:00am. Stop by and try 
one of their delicious 

drinks today!  

Chamber Spotlight:  
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Greetings, Chamber Friends, 
 
I am writing this letter on one of the first brisk days of October. 
There is something about the fall in Southern Illinois that always 
makes me thankful for being here. SIU hoodies, the fall foliage, 
ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴ ƭŀǘǘŜΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǎƘƻǇǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴ ǇƛŜǎΣ Ŧŀƭƭ 
ǎŎŜƴǘŜŘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ǘŀƛƭƎŀǘŜǎΧ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦ 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 
treasures of our fall season while they last!  
The Annual Banquet is right around the corner! Make sure you save 
the date for February 10thΣ нлмнΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ 

been working extremely hard to provide you with an evening to remember. Our theme this 
ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ά.Ŝǘ ƻƴ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ !ƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΚ tƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 
roller? VIP status opportunities? Are you curious yet? The fine cuisine will be provided by 
Hunan this year, and you will have multiple items to choose from. This will be an event you 
will not want to miss.   

With 2011 wrapping up, I would like to state that the Carbondale Chamber has  
continued to work diligently to better serve our members. We revamped our  
website to provide you with the new benefits of posting jobs, deals, a more user friendly 
business directory, and more. We have implemented a mobile site that allows you to easily 
check pertinent chamber information from your handheld or mobile device. Soon we will 
have payment options online to allow you to pay for events and membership at your  
convenience. And of course there are new advertising opportunities throughout the website 
for you to take advantage of. Please let us know if you are interested in joining the other 
members with advertising on the newly improved website. 

When the year comes to an end, it also means election time is approaching us. Are 
ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊōƻƴŘŀƭŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
opportunity to serve your local community by joining other leaders in casting vision for the 
/ŀǊōƻƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ 
it always means someone is leaving. It is with much sadness that I admit Mr. George Sheffer 
will end his term on the Board in December. George has done tremendous things for the 
community and the chamber, and he will truly be missed as a member of the board.  

Holiday season is right around the corner. Shop locally and continue to support our 
chamber member businesses.  

As always, if you or anyone in your network have a business and would like to  
become a member, we would love to have you! Please let us know how we can assist you.  
 
Kind Regards, 

 
 
 

Sherry Ratcliffe 
Executive Director 

2011 
Board of Directors  

 

 
*Joel Sambursky  

President 
Forbes Financial Group 

*Chan San  
Hunan, Inc. 

President Elect 
*George Sheffer  
Past President 

Murdale True Value 
*Janice Burns Payne , Treasurer  

Payne, Gaertner & Associates 
*Sam Cox  

My Favorite Toys 
Kevin Baity  

City of Carbondale 
Bob Bleyer  

The Bank of Carbondale  
Dr. Rita Cheng  

Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
Darin Fager  

Fager-McGee Construction 
Dan Terry  

Newell House 
TJ Martin  

TJôs Fine Jewelry & 
The Blue Martin 

Todd Darnstaedt  
Todayôs Technology & Auto Repair 

Angela Povolish  
Feirich/Mager/Green/Ryan 

Jeff Doherty  
Jackson Growth Alliance 

Kristin King,  
CrossFit So. Ill. 

Southern Illinois Healthcare 
 

*Members of Executive Committee 

Letter From the Director 

Would YOU like to 

run for the  

Carbondale  

Chamber of  

Commerce Board of 

Directors?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the Chamber  

office at 549-2146 today 

to see how you can get 

your name on the ballot 

for 2012! 

Small Business Saturday gets more  
big -name boosters  

 

The second annual Small Business Saturday event, founded last year by 

American Express, will take place on Saturday, November 26th and 

now has the support of online titans Facebook, Twitter and Google. The 

three technology giants are developing a free toolkit featuring free  

advertising opportunities, a video production tool as well as  

downloadable display content. The event boosted sales among  

participating small business by 28% compared to the previous year's 

sales figures, according to American Express. 

http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/digrClxtAMdYwUpIfDcXhQfCniuG?format=standard
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/digrClxtAMdYwUpIfDcXhQfCniuG?format=standard
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Chamber Events November/December 2011  
 

 
November 

3   Saluki Pride Committee Meeting    Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

7   Business After Hours- The Womenôs Center  The Womenôs Ctr. 6:00pm-8:00pm 

8       Monthly Members Luncheon     Civic Center   12:00pm-1:00pm 

9   Board of Directors Meeting      Civic Center   4:00pm-5:30pm 

10     Economic Development Meeting    The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

10     Open House at Studio 2250                            Studio 2250   5:30pm-7:30pm 

11   Chamber Office Closed- Veteranôs Day  Chamber Office  All Day 

15   Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting    Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

18   Leadership Carbondale Day      TBD     All Day 

24-25      Chamber Office Closed- Thanksgiving        Chamber Office         All Day 

29   Networking at Noon        Hunan     12:00pm-1:30pm 

  

 December 

1   Saluki Pride Committee Meeting    Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

8   Economic Development Meeting    The Southern   7:30am-8:30am 

13   Monthly Members Luncheon     Civic Center   12:00pm-1:00pm 

14   Board of Directors Meeting      Civic Center   4:00pm-5:30pm 

20   Ambassadorôs Committee Meeting    Chamber Office  12:00pm-1:00pm 

23-26      Chamber Office Closed- Christmas    Chamber Office  All Day 

27   Networking at Noon        Pagliaiôs    12:00pm-1:30pm 

29   Government Affairs Meeting     Forbes Financial  7:30am-8:30am 

Please visit our online calendar 
for additional member events. 
www.carbondalechamber.com 

Monthly Members Luncheons 

On Tuesday, September 13th, the Small Business  
Development Center at SIU hosted and Sponsored the 
September Monthly Members Luncheon. The speaker 
was magician and infotainer, Chris Egelston. Lunch was 
catered by Hunan and it was a great event! Thank you to 
everyone who participated! 

 
On Tuesday, October 11th the November Monthly  
Members Luncheon was held at the Carbondale Civic 
Center. The program was on ñEconomic Updatesò and 
featured the following speakersï Kyle Harfst from SIU, 
Jeff Doherty from Jackson Growth Alliance, and Gary 
Shafer from Southern Illinois Airport. Lunch was catered 
by DiMaggioôs Italian Ristorante. Attendees gathered  
valuable information and enjoyed great food.  
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Business Briefs 

 

Monte Alegre Vineyard & Cellars is delighted to announce a recent release of the 2008 Norton 

(Cynthiana). This fall the tasting room is open Wednesday-Saturday from 1:00-5:30 PM, and 

Sunday from 2:00-5:30PM. Please email or call for appointment for other times. Private and 

group tastings are welcome.  
 

 Don't let computer headaches get your business down.  Call the local experts that you can trust  

 to solve all of your IT problems.  SINC--The business networking and computer repair  

 specialists! 
 

AES Solar is offering its customers at the chamber of commerce to call 1-800-229-0453 to know 

more about a special low rate on solar PV systems for businesses till December 31, 2011. This 

low rate is a result of a 100% tax write off offered by the federal government for 2011 only. 

Hurry and call us so we can help you understand what this federal incentive for solar PV systems 

means for you.   

 

Dayshift Boutique in Carbondale is offering 3 knitting classes through November and  

December. Jo Kirch will be teaching the classes on November 5th & 19th and December 10th. 

For more information and/or to register, visit Dayshift Boutique located at 101 W. Monroe in 

Carbondale or contact them at 618-529-days (3297) or dayshiftshop@gmail.com.  

 

 

Discrete, thorough and time sensitive.  Tactical Investigations offers business solutions  

impacting your bottom line.  Services include computer forensic recovery, fraud investigations, 

theft, litigation support, surveillance, absenteeism, sexual harassment, detour & frolic  and slip & 

fall investigations.  Call us today at 618-534-4457 or visit us at tacticalinvestigationsllc.com for 

a free consultation.  We specialize in finding ñthe whole truthò. 

Now Nominating!  
 

Å Business of the Year  
Å Business Leader of the Year  
Å Regional Business of the Year  

Å Citizen of the Year  
 

Get your  
nomination form NOW at  

 

carbondalechamber.com  
 

The deadline for  
your nomination is  
December 13, 2011.  

Welcome, Welcome, Welcome,    
New Members!New Members!New Members!    

Little Keepsakes Photography  

Bob Davenport ï Realty Central  

Janet McCready ï Realty Central  

Carbondale Crimestoppers  

Paw Pal Pet Sitting  

Amanda Roberts Photography  

House 2 Home Realty  

H & R Block  

tel:1-800-229-0453
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Reinvested MembersReinvested MembersReinvested Members ---               Thank You!!!Thank You!!!Thank You!!!    

Events in Photos 

Networking at Noon: Houlihans 9/27/11 International Picnic 8/20/11 Paw Print Painting 8/14/11 

AAA Missouri  

Amtrak  

Arthur Agency  

Aspen Court Apartments  

Associated Lumber - Carbondale  

AT&T 

Attitude Designs  

Auffenberg of Carbondale  

Baine Roofing Co.  

Banterra Bank  

Barrett, Twomey, Broom, Hughes & Hoke, LL  

Barton House Bed & Breakfast  

Blue Fish Liquors and Cigars  

Blue Sky Vineyard  

Brehm Preparatory School  

Carbondale Park District  

Carbondale Public Library  

Carlisle Media Group  

Cedar Court Imaging  

Century 21 House of Realty, Inc.  

Charlie B Brown & Associates  

Cherry Insurance Services, Inc.  

Clear Vision Family Eye Care  

Clearwave Communications  

Consolidated Insurance Agency, Inc.  

Crab Orchard Manufactured Home  

Dayshift  

E. T. Simonds Construction Co.  

Eggemeyer Assc Architects  

Enviro -Tech Termite  

F-W-S Solid Surface Specialist  

Fager-McGee Comm Const.  

G & R Property Management  

G. Meredith Funeral Homes, Ltd.  

Gaia House Interfaith Center  

Global Gourmet  

Houlihan's  

Hudgins Orthodontics  

Il Manufacturing Extension Center  

Jacobs Air Conditioning & Heating  

Jamestown Management Corp.  

Keep Carbondale Beautiful, Inc.  

KFVS 12 

Liberty Village of Carbondale  

Little Keepsakes Photography  

Mail Boxes Etc.  

Manpower  

Mark Williams Outdoor Equip.  

Marsha G. Ryan, MD  

Meineke Car Care Center  

Milwood Executive Suites  

On Your Own Emergency Kits  

Panera Bread  

Phi Beta Lambda  

Pier 1 Imports  

Quatro's Pizza  

Rendleman Orchard Farm Market  

Roy Walker Communications, Inc.  

Saluki Office Supply - Bus.  

Sam's Club  

Schilling Property Management  

Schimpf Construction  

Shelnutt & Assoc., L.L.P.  

Sherwin Williams Co  

SI Elder Law  

SI Tours  

SIU - Division of Continuing Ed  

SIU Alumni Association  

So Il Foot & Ankle Clinic  

Southern Illinois Family Fun  

Southern Recycling  

Starview Vineyards  

TESSI (Talent Education School of So. IL)  

Thalman Chiropractic  

The First Bank and Trust  

The Rec Sport Shop  

The Reserve at Saluki Pointe  

The View Church  

Vitamin Factory Outlet  

Von Jakob Vineyard & Winery  

Wal-Mart Supercenter  

Walker Funeral Homes and Crematory PC  

Ward Chrysler Center, Inc.  

Wedgewood Hills Apartments  

White & Borgognoni Architects  

Williamson Co Airport Authority  

Wither's Broadcasting  

Woodruff Management  

WSIL TV 

WSIU TV 
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Leadership Carbondale  

Class 10 Re-Caps 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Au g u st  2 6 , 2 0 1 1 ï Co m m u n ica t io n s Da y     Se p t e m b e r  2 3 , 2 0 1 1 ï Ju st ice , Fire  &  P o l ice  

                            Da y  

 

 Chamber 

Board  

Babies  
 

 
Congratulations to Board Member, Darin 
Fager and his wife Nikki on the birth of 

their son,  Jackson Bruce Fager on  

September 14, 2011!  
 

 
Congratulations to Board Member, T.J. 

Martin and his wife Lauren on the birth of 

their daughter, Kamryn Nicole Martin 
on October 3, 2011!  

 

Congrats on your new additions! 
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Ambassadors Committee:  The Ambassadorôs committee is hard at work  
planning the Annual Banquet!- ñBet on Successò. Mark your calendars for  
Friday, February 10th and be on the lookout for more exciting information soon! 
  

Saluki Pride Committee:  The Saluki Pride Committee has been involved in   

several SIU events recently including an SIU tailgate, Homecoming parade, and 

the International Picnic. Also, the committee is working on a new scholarship   

program called ñSalukiôs Stayò which is aimed to help retention at SIU.  

Government Affairs Committee:  The Government Affairs Committee is         

currently looking for ways to work with the cityôs leaders to make a difference in 

Carbondale! 

Economic Development Committee:  This committee is hard at work looking for ways to bring more economic             

opportunities to Carbondale. The committee is looking for ways to address issues in Carbondale that might prevent this   

endeavor. Be on the lookout for several projects coming soon! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Committee Updates  

If you would like to get more 

involved with the Chamber, 

join a committee!  Contact 

the office for meeting times 

or check out the online  

calendar. 

On Friday, September 23rd a Ribbon Cutting was 
held at Little Keepsakes Photography. Little  
Keepsakes Photography, owned by Lauren Kemp, is 
located at  8609 S. Giant City Road, Suite G in  
Carbondale. The portrait studio specializes in  
wedding, fashion, family and senior photography.  

On Friday, September 16th a Ribbon Cutting was 
held at Mayer Networks in Carbondale. James 
Mayer, owner of Mayer Networks, was in  
attendance as well as other employees and clients. 
Mayer Networks is located at  608 1/2 Eastgate in 
Carbondale.  


